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Primary Care Networks (PCNs):  
The NHS is 70 years old. The UK population has grown dramatically since it was formed and we must also 
change so we to continue to deliver effective health care. 
What’s changing? 
From 1 July this surgery will become part of the Sarum West Primary Care Network (PCN). PCNs are being 
introduced to provide better integrated care to patients across the country.  
This means GP surgeries will share our expertise and resources over a wider geographical area. We will 
work with other surgeries, social services, pharmacists, physiotherapists, hospitals, mental health 
professionals and voluntary organisations to deliver an even better joined-up service to patients.  
We will be sharing and learning from best practice and the support of a wider network of professionals will 
help secure the future of our surgery. 
What will this mean for patients? Patients will still receive care in the usual way.  
What are we doing now? 
This practice is currently part of Sarum West locality, which involves us working together with our 10 fellow 
GP surgeries. Our key focus has always been Putting Patients First, and we already have a project underway 
which is helping to prepare us for the change ahead. This is what we are doing:  

• Arranging Mental Health training for surgery staff so we can provide better support to patients with 

mental health issues across the locality.  

• Introducing the AGE UK Living Well programme, where we have two AGE UK workers joining the 

locality to help us improve the wellbeing of older patients, providing non-medical support to those who 

need it.  

• Seeking to Build links with Social Services to improve team working so we can deliver more 

effective care to vulnerable children and adults.  

• Building better links and sharing good practice to provide good Carer Support to the many unpaid 

carers in the locality.  

• Reviewing our Workforce Resilience, to consider how we can maximise the use of our resources – 

both people and funding. 

• Spreading good practice on Quality and Safety and making sure all standards are consistently met, 

particularly in the delivery of End of Life Care. 

As you can see, introduction of the Primary Care Network will simply reflect how we have been working for 
some time in Sarum West. The full list of surgeries in our locality, which will form the PCN, is: 

• Courtyard, West Lavington  

• Shrewton, Wilton, Codford and Fovant (The Orchard Partnership) 

• Tisbury 

• Hindon  

• Mere 

• Silton 

• Sixpenny Handley and Broad Chalke (The Sixpenny Handley and Chalke Valley Practice).  

If you have any questions about these changes, please speak to your GP. 

Extended access:  
From 1st July The Partnership will be offering 
‘Extended Access’’ appointments to patients. 
GP and nurse/HCA appointments will be 
available between 1830-2000 on a Monday 
evening at Fovant and Wilton and HCA 
appointments will be available at Codford on 
the 1st Saturday of the month and Shrewton 
the second. Appointments at other sites are 
open for all Partnership patients.  
Appointment slots are available for booking 
now! Please speak to reception to find out 
more 

Are you missing out?: 
Our new website has landed. Head to 
https://theorchardpartnership.co.uk/ to check it out.  
Did you know you can request a sick note online as well as 
book and cancel appointments and best of all order your 
repeat medication? 
If you have any questions, or would like a log on to manage 
your medications, view your results or book your 
appointments please see our friendly reception team. 

https://theorchardpartnership.co.uk/


  

Thank you, thank you:  
The Partnership is ever so grateful to the 
Friends of Till Orchard and to our generous 
patients. This year we’ve already had a sparkly 
new shed and a couch for the new treatment 
room donated.  
Thank you!  

Parking:  
A gentle reminder that priority parking should be given to 
those less mobile.  
May we also remind you that the surgery is private property 
and parking in the surgery to use the CO-OP is not 
encouraged.   
Thank you in advance for your assistance.    

Friends of Till Orchard meeting:  
The next meeting will be held on 3rd July at 
7.30pm at the Till Orchard Surgery. New 
members/visitors always welcome.  

Till Orchard staff update:  
Kitty Hyam-Receptionist/Dispenser,  
 will be leaving us at the end of August. We would like to 
wish Kitty all the best. Kitty will be replaced by Nicola 
Ashcroft. Nicola currently works for the Partnership and at 
Shrewton on a Tuesday afternoon.  
 

Sun Safety tips: (For when the Summer decides to arrive) For further information please visit- 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/sunscreen-and-sun-safety/  
 
Make sure you: 

• spend time in the shade between 11am and 3pm from March to October 
• make sure you never burn  
• cover up with suitable clothing and sunglasses  
• take extra care with children  

• use at least factor 30 sunscreen 

What factor sunscreen (SPF) should I use? 

Do not rely on sunscreen alone to protect yourself from the sun. Wear suitable clothing and spend time in the 
shade when the sun's at its hottest.   

When buying sunscreen, the label should have:  

• a sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 30 to protect against UVB  
• at least 4-star UVA protection  

UVA protection can also be indicated by the letters "UVA" in a circle, which indicates that it meets the EU 

standard. 

Make sure the sunscreen is not past its expiry date. Most sunscreens have a shelf life of 2 to 3 years. 

Do not spend any longer in the sun than you would without sunscreen. 

What are the SPF and star rating? 

The sun protection factor, or SPF, is a measure of the amount of ultraviolet B radiation (UVB) protection.  

SPFs are rated on a scale of 2 to 50+ based on the level of protection they offer, with 50+ offering the 
strongest form of UVB protection.  

The star rating measures the amount of ultraviolet A radiation (UVA) protection. You should see a star rating 

of up to 5 stars on UK sunscreens. The higher the star rating, the better.  

The letters "UVA" inside a circle is a European marking. This means the UVA protection is at least a third of 
the SPF value and meets EU recommendations. 

Sunscreens that offer both UVA and UVB protection are sometimes called broad spectrum. 

For further information please visit- https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/sunscreen-and-sun-
safety/ (Source) 
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